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 ArjUn AppAdUrAi
anthropologist, goddard Professor of Media, 
culture, and communication at new York 
university, senior fellow at nYu’s institute for 
Public Knowledge and senior research Partner at 
the Max-Planck institute for religious and ethnic 
diversity, göttingen. starting with the publication 
of his influential book “Modernity at Large (1996) 

he provided major inputs to the discussion about “other modernities”, 
the interdisciplinary study of the cultural dimensions of globalization and 
vernacular forms of cosmopolitanism. he is consultant to a wide range of 
public and private organizations, including unescO and the world Bank. 
his current research concentrates on ethnic violence in the context of 
globalization, cultural dimensions of social crisis, emergent transnational 
organizational forms and new practices of sovereignty.

 ZygmUnt BAUmAn
sociologist and philosopher, emeritus Professor of 
sociology at the university of Leeds. Being known 
throughout the world for works such as Modernity 
and the holocaust (1989), Modernity and ambi-
valence (1991) and Postmodern ethics (1993), 
Bauman is described as one of the twentieth 
century‘s great social theorists and one of the 

world‘s foremost sociologists of postmodernity. his last books develop the 
idea of a “liquid modernity” that deeply affects our everyday lives and the 
„fear management“ in the liquid-modern governance. central to Bauman’s 
work is the notion of the superfluous: in its quest for order modernization 
produces “wasted lives” – migrants, refugees and other outcasts – that 
are exploited for the construction of political power relations.
 

 BrUno lAtoUr
Philosopher and anthropologist, Professor and 
vice-President for research at sciences Po, Paris. 
as one of the leading figures in “science and 
technology studies” and the famous advocate of 
“actor-network-theory”, Bruno Latour contends that 
it is the social itself which requires explanation 
and therefore opens up ways of thinking beyond 

established dichotomies like facts and values, subjects and objects and 
culture and nature. his essay “we have never Been Modern” (1993) can 
be regarded as a milestone in the philosophy of science, whereas “Politics 
of nature” (2004) critically engages in the political philosophy of the 
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environment. Being faced with global man-made catastrophes like climate 
change, Bruno Latour’s ideas are today more topical than ever.

 WolF  lepenieS
sociologist by training and historian by inclination. 
wolf Lepenies is a professor emeritus and permanent 
member at the wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin 
(institute for advanced study) where he has served 
as its rektor from 1986 through 2001. under 
his direction, the wissenschaftskolleg became 
instrumental in setting up institutes of advanced 

study in central and eastern europe, starting with the collegium Budapest 
in 1990. Lepenies has published widely, concentrating on problems of 
intellectual history and the history of natural as well as social disciplines.
 

 AnnA loWenHAUpt  tSing
anthropologist, Professor at the university of 
california, santa cruz, researching the vitalization 
of „contaminated“ diversity in both biological and 
cultural worlds through the environmental and social 
niches of global supply chain capitalism. her work 
pursues problems of scale and the promise of moving 
back and forth between world-making big stories 

and ethnographic intimacy. her book “Friction: an ethnography of global 
connection” (co-winner of the 2005 senior Book Prize, american ethnological 
society) challenges the widespread view that globalization invariably signifies 
a „clash“ of cultures, but investigates the diverse and conflicting social 
interactions that make up our contemporary world. her new research tackles 
an even more extensive social-natural landscape through tracking scientific, 
ecological, and commercial connections involving a high-value forest 
mushroom across the northern hemisphere.
 

 yUnxiAng yAn
anthropologist, Professor at the university of 
california, Los angeles, and co-director of the 
ucLa center for chinese studies. Being a leading 
figure in the cultural anthropology of rural 
china, Yan taught at the chinese university of 
hong Kong in 1993, and then at Johns hopkins 
university from 1994 to 1996. his book “Private 

Life under socialism” (2003) was awarded with the Joseph Levenson 
Prize for the Best Book on Post-1900 china. his research interests 
include economic anthropology, social change and development, family 
and kinship, peasant study and cultural globalization. his studies on 
the chinese path of individualization have significantly added to our 
understanding of multiple modernities and the mapping of diverse 
individualization processes.



the honorary Symposium “the Futures of modernity” for and 
with Ulrich Beck brings together an avant-garde of critical 
thinkers to offer their interpretations of the coming challenges, 
their social dynamics and political implications. the starting 
point is today’s confusing patchwork of tangled processes of 
reflexive modernisation resulting from modern achievements 
and unintended side-effects, and leading to new, “super-
reflexive” and sometimes even anti-modern phenomena and 
trends which need to be better understood. Before we can 
embark upon detailed analysis, social science needs to work 
out the set of phenomena and driving forces to investigate, and 
must acquire a more precise understanding of how they are 
connected and what are their fundamental properties. We will 
approach this ambitious task of tracing an outline of possible 
future modernities, their various facets, sometimes similar, 
sometimes contradictory, and their diversity and implications 
under four headings:

 coSmopolitAniZing eUropeAn modernity

the europe of today has become the major arena in which the 
hegemony of a western modernity and its economic, political and 
cultural claims to global dominance are being fundamentally 
contested. transnational movements – of people within and across 
european borders, and of goods and risks, ideas and histories from 
the “periphery” to the “centre” – are putting the national, but also 
the europeanized, will to political control under pressure, and thus 
are proving to be a major force in cosmopolitanizing european 
societies and the modern traditions on which they rest. ultimately, 
these processes raise the question of how to acknowledge both 
theoretically and practically the simultaneous presence of “other” 
modernities within a truly global, cosmopolitan project of reflexive 
Modernity which transcends eurocentric restrictions.

 World riSk  Society  –  climAte  cHAnge And 
environmentAl  tHreAtS  in  A  coSmopolit icAl  v ieW

climate change and threatened environments are part of 
the phenomena associated with globalisation that pose 
serious challenges to modernity’s routines of problem-
solving. contemporary societies worldwide are confronted 
with the problem of global environmental change – but not 
all in the same way. whereas western industrial as well as 
environmentalist convictions and norms can no longer guide 
evaluations and decision-making, the means, methods and 
politics of reflexive cosmopolitan governance required to 
address the dramatic challenges of climate change are yet 
to be invented. this is why the use and abuse of nature is 
becoming even more fiercely contested and a paradigm shift 
is needed to understand the assemblages of community 
identities, environmental claims, technology, ecological risk 
and governance.

 ineqUAlity, poWer And governAnce in tHe gloBAl Age

One of the most troubling aspects of the “global age“ is 
the supposed decline of the nation state as the principle of 
internal and external order. this means that the dimensions of 
inequality, power and governance – which in modern societies 
are typically tied to nation state boundaries, and thus are 
supposed to be processed at the national level – can no 
longer be grasped from nationally shaped perspectives. thus, 
the question is: how can we think about these issues from a 
cosmopolitan perspective?

 individUAliZAtion coSmopolitAniZed

individualization is both releasing individuals from 
traditional structures and re-embedding them in new social 
relations. in consequence, a paradox ‘force to freedom’ 
appears. however, individualization is not confined to 
european borders or the western world. rather, we have to 
consider simultaneous varieties of individualization that 
interact in different ways in a global world. this is the reason 
why we have to understand and define individualization in a 
cosmopolitan perspective.
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Welcome / BegrÜSSUng 

Bernd Huber (LMu President)
christian Ude (Mayor of Munich)

opening lectUre / erÖFFnUngSvortrAg

Wolf lepenies (Permanent Fellow 
wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin):
“ironische Politik - Politik der Zukunft?“

coSmopolitAniZing eUropeAn modernity

Keynote speaker: Arjun Appadurai (new York 
university)
discussants: 
edgar grande (LMu)
mary kaldor (London school of economics and 
Political science)
natan Sznaider (academic college, tel aviv)
Ulrich Beck (LMu)
 
chair: 
regina römhild (LMu)

World riSk Society – climAte cHAnge in 
A coSmopoliticAl vieW

Keynote speaker: Anna lowenhaupt tsing 
(university of california, santa cruz)
discussants: 
Bruno latour (sciences Po, Paris) 
ted nordhaus (Breakthrough inst., new York)
michael Shellenberger (Breakthrough inst., 
new York)
Ulrich Beck (LMu)

chair: 
cordula kropp (hochschule München)

lUncH BreAk / mittAgSpAUSe 

ineqUAlity, poWer And governAnce in 
tHe gloBAl Age

Keynote speaker: Zygmunt Bauman 
(Prof. em., university of Leeds)
discussants: 
Angela mc robbie (goldsmith’s university 
of London)
richard Sennett (London school of 
economics and Political science)
Anja Weiß (university of duisburg-essen)
Ulrich Beck (LMu)

chair: 
Michael heinlein (LMu)

individUAliZAtion coSmopolitAniZed

Keynote speaker: yunxiang yan (university 
of california, Los angeles)
discussants: 
elisabeth Beck-gernsheim (Friedrich 
alexander univ. erlangen-nürnb.)
navid kermani (author and director, cologne) 
erzbischof reinhard marx (München and 
Freising) 
Hans-georg Soeffner (Prof. em., university 
of Konstanz)
Ulrich Beck (LMu)

chair: 
Angelika poferl (LMu)

coFFee BreAk / kAFFepAUSe

lAUdAtion / lAUdAtio

Bruno latour (sciences Po, Paris)

progrAmmideA


