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Program 

8.45 Welcome 

 Bernd Huber, LMU President 

 Christian Ude, Oberbürgermeister der Landeshauptstadt München 

 

9.00 – 9.20 Opening Lecture 

 Ironische Politik – Politik der Zukunft 

 Wolf Lepenies (Permanent Fellow at Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin) 

 

9.30 – 11.00 Cosmopolitanizing European Modernity 

9.30 – 10.00 Thinking Without Trajectorism 

 Arjun Appadurai (New York University) 

10.00 – 11.00 Discussants:  

 Edgar Grande (LMU) 

 Mary Kaldor (London School of Economics and Political Science) 

 Natan Sznaider (Academic College, Tel Aviv) 

 Ulrich Beck (LMU) 

 

 Chair:  

 Regina Römhild (LMU) 

 

11.00 – 12.30  World Risk Society – Climate Change in a Cosmopolitical View 

11.00 – 11.30 Ordinary Catastrophe 

 Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing (University of California, Santa Cruz) 

11.30 - 12.30 Discussants:  

 Bruno Latour (Sciences Po, Paris)  

 Michael Shellenberger (Breakthrough Inst., New York) 

 Ted Nordhaus, (Breakthrough Inst., New York) 

 Ulrich Beck (LMU) 

 

 Chair:  

 Cordula Kropp (Hochschule München) 

 

12.30 – 13.45 Lunch break  

13.45 – 14.00 Christopher Balme (LMU) liest 

The Triple Challenge von Zygmunt Bauman (Prof. em., University of 

Leeds) 



 

14.00 – 15.30 Inequality, Power and Governance in the Global Age 

14.00 – 14.30 How Risk Looks to the Unemployed 

 Richard Sennett (London School of Economics and Political Science) 

14.30 - 15.30 Discussants:  

 Anja Weiß (University of Duisburg-Essen) 

 Angela Mc Robbie (Goldsmith’s University of London) 

 Ulrich Beck (LMU) 

 

 Chair: 

 Michael Heinlein (LMU)  

 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break 

 

16.00 – 17.30 Individualization Cosmopolitanized 

15.30 – 16.00 The Chinese Path to Individualization 

 Yunxiang Yan (University of California, Los Angeles) 

16.00 – 17.00 Discussants:  

 Hans-Georg Soeffner (Prof. em., University of Konstanz) 

 Elisabeth Beck-Gernsheim (Friedrich Alexander Univ. Erlangen-Nürnb.) 

 Navid Kermani (Orientalist and Writer, Cologne)  

 Erzbischof Reinhard Marx (München und Freising) 

 Ulrich Beck (LMU) 

 

Chair: Angelika Poferl (LMU) 

 

17.30 – 18.00 Laudation 

 Titel 

 Bruno Latour (Sciences Po, Paris) 

 

18.00 – 18.05 Ulrich Beck: Schlusswort 

 



FUTURES OF MODERNITY 

International Symposium in Honour of Ulrich Beck 

July 24, 2009, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich 

 

Throughout the world, contemporary societies are facing the challenges posed by a set of 

heterogeneous phenomena of social change which are not only placing existing convictions 

and interpretations in question, but are already creating new and multiple realities that escape 

the established categories of thought. The emerging outlines of a Cosmopolitan World Risk 

Society cannot be grasped in terms yesterday’s sociology which takes its orientation from 

industrial society in the nation-state and from the exclusiveness of European (i.e. Western) 

modernity. Nevertheless, the multitude of social phenomena which point to epochal 

transitions towards a new future open up novel horizons of critical analysis and discussion 

and pose a range of pressing questions that must be addressed today if we are to be ready for 

the challenges of tomorrow. 

The honorary Symposium “The Futures of Modernity” for and with Ulrich Beck brings 

together an avant-garde of critical thinkers to offer their interpretations of the coming 

challenges, their social dynamics and political implications. The starting point is today’s 

confusing patchwork of tangled processes of Reflexive Modernisation resulting from modern 

achievements and unintended side-effects, and leading to new, “super-reflexive” and 

sometimes even anti-modern phenomena and trends which need to be better understood. 

Before we can embark upon detailed analysis, social science needs to work out the set of 

phenomena and driving forces to investigate, and must acquire a more precise understanding 

of how they are connected and what are their fundamental properties. We will approach this 

ambitious task of tracing an outline of possible future modernities, their various facets, 

sometimes similar, sometimes contradictory, and their diversity and implications under four 

headings: 

Cosmopolitanizing European Modernity 

The Europe of today has become the major arena in which the hegemony of a Western 

modernity and its economic, political and cultural claims to global dominance are being 

fundamentally contested. Transnational movements – of people within and across European 

borders, and of goods and risks, ideas and histories from the “periphery” to the “centre” – are 

putting the national, but also the Europeanized, will to political control under pressure, and 

thus are proving to be a major force in cosmopolitanizing European societies and the modern 



traditions on which they rest. Ultimately, these processes raise the question of how to 

acknowledge both theoretically and practically the simultaneous presence of “other” 

modernities within a truly global, cosmopolitan project of Reflexive Modernity which 

transcends Eurocentric restrictions.  

World Risk Society – Climate Change and environmental threats in a Cosmopolitical 

View 

Climate change and threatened environments are part of the phenomena associated with 

globalisation that pose serious challenges to modernity’s routines of problem-solving. 

Contemporary societies worldwide are confronted with the problem of global environmental 

change – but not all in the same way. Whereas Western industrial as well as environmentalist 

convictions and norms can no longer guide evaluations and decision-making, the means, 

methods and politics of reflexive cosmopolitan governance required to address the dramatic 

challenges of climate change are yet to be invented. This is why the use and abuse of nature is 

becoming even more fiercely contested and a paradigm shift is needed to understand the 

assemblages of community identities, environmental claims, technology, ecological risk and 

governance. 

Inequality, Power and Governance in the Global Age 

One of the most troubling aspects of the “global age“ is the supposed decline of the nation 

state as the principle of internal and external order. This means that the dimensions of 

inequality, power and governance – which in modern societies are typically tied to nation 

state boundaries, and thus are supposed to be processed at the national level – can no longer 

be grasped from nationally shaped perspectives. Thus, the question is: How can we think 

about these issues from a cosmopolitan perspective? 

Individualization Cosmopolitanized 

Individualization is both releasing individuals from traditional structures and re-embedding 

them in new social relations. In consequence, a paradox ‘force to freedom’ appears. However, 

individualization is not confined to European borders or the Western World. Rather, we have 

to consider simultaneous varieties of individualization that interact in different ways in a 

global world. This is the reason why we have to understand and define individualization in a 

cosmopolitan perspective. 

 


